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2. Title of Session:
Peer-Supported Learning: An Irish Perspective
3. Summary:
Over the last five years, a number of peer-supported learning programmes have been developed in a number of higher education institutions in Ireland.  In most cases, these peer learning programmes were initiated by a number of enthusiastic individuals, being faculty and/or support staff, who championed and nurtured these projects at their respective institutions in order to bring them to an established level. However, although these programmes drew upon many of the principles and ideas associated with the Supplemental Instruction (SI) model and other schemes operating in the UK, peer learning in Ireland has been operating under a variety of models, approaches and conditions. This is mainly due to the aforementioned fact that they were the results of individual efforts, and the lack of a policy or best practise recommendation, either on an institutional or national level. This has wide-reaching implications with regards to funding, organization and sustainability of these programmes, as well as students and tutors/leaders 'rewards' to name just a few. In this session, the presenters will briefly outline the Irish higher education system and how peer-supported learning was introduced into the system; rationalise why the terms Peer-Supported Learning Groups (PSLG), Peer-Assisted Learning (PAL) and Peer Learning were chosen to describe peer support schemes in Ireland instead of SI; and present ample descriptions of two models: The PSLG scheme in University of Limerick (UL) and the Peer Learning initiative in Trinity College Dublin (TCD). 

4. Abstract:

The session aims to provide participants with a general overview of peer-supported learning activities across the various higher education institutions in Ireland, and present two related case studies: the first from UL as based on the Peer-Supported Learning Groups (PSLG) scheme in electronic & computer engineering, and the second from TCD as based on the Peer Learning initiative in languages. Following a brief background/rationale, the presented studies will describe the aims of each scheme, how each scheme was initiated, administration/organisational issues involved, initial and current expectations, and problems encountered. The presentation will then conclude by highlighting the similarities and differences between the two schemes and with the SI, and most of all success stories. For example, the TCD Peer Learning initiative started as a 3-year funded initiative aimed at addressing students' retention, transition from school to university life, and adjustment to higher education environment and associated academic expectations. After the initial period, the programme is running without core funding yet expanding each year with: on the one hand, extreme administrative and organizational difficulties yet on the other hand enormous support and enthusiasm from the students and in many cases faculty and staff. 
At the end of the presentation, the presenters will seek participants input, via inviting their questions, comments and suggestions, particularly with regards to common problems with the introduction/maintenance of a peer learning scheme, and differences between the Irish models/approaches and SI. It is intended to allocate 40 minutes for the presentation and 10 minutes for the planned question/comments/suggestions based discussion.  
5. Type of Session: 

Paper
6. Length of Session:

50 minutes
7. Topic Area:

Variations and Adaptations of SI
8. Audiovisual Needs: 

LCD projector, screen, and Desktop/Laptop computer.
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