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This will be the second in a series of international colloquia on the place of religions in liberal societies. The general aim of the series is to develop European thinking on this neglected topic by drawing from the well advanced American debate in a manner suitable to political contexts on this side of the Atlantic.

The first colloquium, “Religious Voices in Public Places”, was held in June 2003 and sponsored by the British Academy. It gathered together a distinguished body of academics, NGO representatives, and journalists from 11 countries. Professor Nigel Biggar (School of Religions and Theology) and Dr Linda Hogan (ISE) are now editing a multi-author symposium based on material presented at the colloquium.  (For further information, please see the attached Briefing Paper and Programme.)

The topic of the second colloquium has emerged out of the first one, and is intended to include consideration of such questions as: What historical roots does liberalism have in Christianity? Does liberalism require Christian ideas to make (optimal) sense of itself? Or is it sustainable apart from its religious roots? What would a ‘Christian’ form of liberalism look like?  

Among the main speakers who have agreed to participate are:

Dr Christopher Insole, Cambridge University, England

Dr Joan Lockwood O’Donovan, Oxford University, England

Professor Michael Perry, Emory University, USA 

Professor Alan Sell, Acadia University, Nova Scotia, Canada 

Professor Brian Tierney, Cornell University, USA

Professor Paul Weithman, Notre Dame University, USA

Professor John Witte, Emory University, USA

Since one of the aims of the series is to foster a sustained conversation about the role of religion in liberal polities, those who attended the 2003 meeting will be encouraged to return to the 2006 one.

A third colloquium on Islam in Europe is presently envisaged for 2008.  

Membership of the “Religion and Political Liberalism” colloquia is by invitation only.
“Religion and Political Liberalism I: 

Religious Voices in Public Places”

A colloquium organised by 
the Institute for the Advanced Study of Religion, Ethics, and Public Life,
in the School of Theology and Religious Studies
at the University of Leeds;
sponsored by

the British Academy

and the University of Leeds; 
and held at Fairbairn House
Monday 2 June – Wednesday 4 June 2003.
The immediate context

Since the Second World War the state education system in Britain has included a large number of schools that identify themselves, more or less strongly, with one Christian denomination or another. In recent years the current Labour government has confirmed and expanded this practice of state support for religious institutions by extending public funding to schools that identify themselves with non-Christian religions (e.g., Islam, Sikhism etc.). It has also made funding available for community projects run by ‘faith groups’. 

Among the reasons for these policies is the belief that religious communities are one of the matrices of socially cohesive values – indeed, perhaps the most important.

Liberal-left criticism of the government’s stance has been fuelled by the outbreak of riots in Leeds and nearby Bradford in the summer of 2001, which were manned mainly by Asian (Muslim) youths; and by the subsequent Ouseley report, which spoke of an alarming degree of segregation between the Asian and white communities in Bradford. Surely, argued the critics, ‘faith schools’, which draw their pupils either from one community or the other, are part of the problem, not the solution. 

Then came the 11th of September, with its confirmation of every liberal secularist’s assumption that ‘religion’ is the source of violent divisiveness, not social cohesion.

The aims
The aims of the colloquium included the framing of responses to the following questions:

· does ‘fairness’ require that public spaces be ‘neutral’ as regards religious confessions?

· is this neutrality confined to religious confessions? Does it extend to the metaphysics and ethics of non-religious confessions (e.g., Marxism)? Is a metaphysically and morally neutral public space feasible?

· if serious metaphysical and moral difference is excluded from public fora, what sort of dialogue would remain? 

· how is a liberal society actively to foster the (metaphysical?) beliefs, values and virtues upon which its own survival depends?

· is there any sense in which it could reasonably be said that a healthy liberal culture needs a certain kind of ‘religion’?

· if it is granted that public space should be religiously ‘neutral’, does it follow that ‘religion’ is reduced to the status of a private recreation that lacks all social and political importance? If so, how can a truly liberal polity be acceptable to those religious people who are convinced that correct religious belief and practice is important for social and political health?

Other aims were:

· to transpose the well developed American debate about religion and liberalism into some non-American (e.g. British, Irish, Australian, Canadian, and German) constitutional and political contexts.

· to throw light upon the ongoing controversy in Britain over the establishment of the Church of England, the presence of Anglican bishops in the House of Lords, the requirement upon all schools to hold a religious assembly … as well as current government funding of ‘faith schools’ and community projects run by ‘faith groups’. 

The structure

The colloquium accommodated ten sessions of seventy-five minutes each. This allowed for the discussion of eight papers and two open sessions. In order to maximise the time available for discussion the papers were distributed in advance to all members, who were expected to have read them before the proceedings opened. Each session began with a brief (ten minute) introduction of a paper by its author, followed by a 25 minute response by another member. The remaining fifty or so minutes were therefore be available for open discussion. 

Participants


Mr John Battle, M.P. and Minister of State for Religious Affairs

Prof. (Emeritus) Zygmunt Baumann, Universities of Leeds and Warsaw

Prof. Nigel Biggar, University of Leeds (Theology and Religious Studies)

Dr Luke Bretherton, South-East Institute for Theological Education

Kate Brett, Cambridge University Press

Prof. Jocelyne Cesari, Centre Nationale de la Récherche Scientifique, Paris

Prof. Jean Bethke Elshtain, University of Chicago 

Prof. David Fergusson, University of Edinburgh

Prof. (Emeritus) Duncan Forrester, University of Edinburgh

Prof. Robert Gascoigne, Australian Catholic University

Dr. Linda Hogan, Irish School of Ecumenics, Dublin

Dr Chris Insole, Heythrop College, London

Prof. Maureen Junker-Kenny, Trinity College, Dublin

Prof. Travis Kroeker, McMaster University, Ontario 

Dr Philip Lewis, University of Bradford

Prof. Robin Lovin, Southern Methodist University, Dallas

Dr Alistair McFadyen, University of Leeds (Theology and Religious Studies)

Dr Esther McIntosh, University of Leeds (Theology and Religious Studies)

Dr Sean McLoughlin, University of Leeds (Theology and Religious Studies)
Dr Gerard Mannion, Trinity and All Saints College, Leeds
Prof. (Emeritus) Ken Medhurst, University of Bradford

Dr Chris Megone, University of Leeds (Philosophy)

Dr Phillip Mellor, University of Leeds (Theology and Religious Studies)

Dr Ulrik Nissen, University of Aarhus

Prof. Lord Raymond Plant, King's College, London

Mr Tim Prowse, The Financial Times

Dr Maureen Ramsey, University of Leeds (Politics)
Dr Charles Reed, Church of England (Public Affairs)

Dr Peter Sedgwick, Church of England (Public Affairs)
Dr Aleksandr Filonenko, Khar’kov State University
Dr Robert Song, Durham University
Dr Jacqui Stewart, University of Leeds (Theology and Religious Studies)
Dr Jonathan Sutton, University of Leeds (Russian and Slavonic Studies)

Prof. Hans Ulrich, University of Erlangen

Prof. Paul Weithman, University of Notre Dame

Mr James Wilsdon, Head of Strategy, Demos, London
Professor Werner Wolbert, University of Salzburg

Prof. Nicholas Wolterstorff, Yale University

Relevant reading material

Robert Audi, Religious Commitment and Secular Reason (CUP 2000)

Robert Audi and Nicholas Wolterstorff, Religion in the Public Square: The Place of Religious

  Convictions in Political Debate (Rowman and Littlefield, 1997)

T. William Boxx and Gary M. Quinlivan, eds., Public Morality, Civic Virtue and the Problem

  of Modern Liberalism (Eerdmans, 2000)
Christopher J. Eberle, Religious Conviction in Liberal Politics (CUP, 2002)
David Fergusson, Community, Liberalism, and Christian Ethics (CUP, 1998)
Robert Gascoigne, The Public Forum and Christian Ethics (CUP, 2001)

Robert George and Christopher Wolfe, eds., Natural Law and Public Reason (Georgetown

  UP, 2000)
Jürgen Habermas, Religion and Rationality: Essays on Reason, God and Modernity 
Raymond Plant, Politics, Theology, and History (CUP 2001)

Tariq Ramadan, To be a European Muslim (Islamic Foundation, Leicester, 1998)

Robert Song, Christianity and Liberal Society (OUP, 1997)
Paul J. Weithman, ed., Religion and Contemporary Liberalism (Notre Dame, 1997) [This

  contains essays by Audi, Elshtain, and Wolterstorff.]

_______, Religion and the Obligations of Citizenship (CUP, 2002)

 




Publication

Nigel Biggar and Linda Hogan are currently preparing a multi-author collection of essays on the topic of religion and ‘public reason’, which has been built out of the 2003 colloquium. Both Cambridge University Press and Routledge have shown interest in publishing it.
Programme

MONDAY 2 JUNE

1030-1130:
registration and coffee

1130-1145: 
welcome

1145-1300:
session I:  
Nicholas Wolterstorff:




     
“Why can’t we all just get along with each other?” 




    
 Respondent: Robert Song





Chair: Nigel Biggar


1300-1400:
lunch

1415-1500: 
session II: 
Maureen Junker-Kenny:

“Recent turns in Habermas’s philosophy of the public realm” 




     
Respondent: Paul Weithman





Chair: Duncan Forrester

1500-1615:
session III: 
David Fergusson:




     
“Church and State: Biblical and Theological 





Perspectives for a post-Christendom Context”

Respondent: Robin Lovin





Chair: Alistair McFadyen

1615-1645:
tea

1645-1800: 
session IV:
Jocelyne Cesari:





“Islam and the secularised nation: a transatlantic
comparison”




       
Respondent: Philip Lewis






Chair: Linda Hogan

1815-1845: 
drinks

1845-1945:
supper

2015-2130:
session V: 
John Battle, MP





Chair: Nigel Biggar

TUESDAY 3 JUNE

0915-1030:
session VI:
Paul Weithman:





“Religious education and democratic character”



       
Respondent: Luke Bretherton





Chair: Jean Bethke Elshtain

1030-1100:
coffee

1100-1230:
session VII: 
open





Chair: Nigel Biggar

1300-1400:
lunch

                -----  

1420-1345:
optional tour of Leeds’ city centre (depart from the front of Fairbairn

House). Guide: Dr Chris Hammond, Institute of Materials Research, University of Leeds; member of the Leeds’ Victorian Society.


    -----

1615-1645:
tea

1645-1800:
session VIII:
Raymond Plant:

“Liberalism, Pluralism, and Religious Identity”  Respondent: Maureen Ramsey





Chair: David Fergusson

1815-1845:
drinks

1900+

dinner in University House

WEDNESDAY 4 JUNE

0915-1030:
session IX:
Travis Kroeker:





“Religious communities in a technological culture:

rebuilding the secular” 




       
Respondent: Linda Hogan





Chair: Robin Lovin

1030-1100:
coffee

1100-1215:
session X:
Robert Gascoigne:





“Christian hope and public life” 




      
Respondent: David Fergusson





Chair: Peter Sedgwick

1215-1300:
session XI: 
open





Chair: Nigel Biggar 

1300-1400:
lunch

1400:

depart
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