Denis Lawrence WEAIRE was born in India in 1942 and grew up mainly in Northern Ireland.  He retired as Erasmus Smith Professor in the School of Physics of Trinity College Dublin in 2007, and is now Emeritus Professor. He is still active in research. 
Beginning with a BA (Mathematics, Wrangler, 1964) and PhD (Solid State Theory, 1968) from Cambridge, where he was a Scholar, research student and Research Fellow of Clare College, he has had extensive experience of many leading universities in the USA (Berkeley, Harvard, Yale), the UK (Heriot-Watt) and Ireland (UCD and TCD). He has both Irish and British citizenship.
He is a Member (and former VP) of the Royal Irish Academy, a Member (and former VP) of the Academia Europaea, and a Fellow of the Royal Society, where he has served as Chair of the Library Committee and the Microsoft European Award Committee. He has served as President of the European Physical Society, VP of the Royal Irish Academy, and  currently VP (for Science) of the Institute of Physics.
He has been a member of the Board of Science Foundation Ireland. Among his many interactions with physics in Europe, he has been a member of the Scientific Council of the JRC, a founder member and first Secretary/Treasurer of the European Association of Deans of Science, Chairman of the EU TMR Physics Networks Panel, and an active member and VP of the Academia Europaea, the Academy of Europe.
He has served as Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Physics: Condensed Matter.
He was awarded the Cecil Powell Memorial Medal of the EPS, the Cunningham Medal of the Royal Irish Academy and most recently the Holweck Medal of the French Physical Society and the Institute of Physics. He has been awarded an Honorary Doctorate of the Technical University of Lisbon. In 2010 he will occupy the Pandit Nehru (Visiting) Chair at the University of Hyderabad.
He is author and editor of several books and over 350 research papers, including topics in condensed matter and solid state physics, laser optics, amorphous solids and foams, together with a growing interest in the history of science, and the interactions of science and society. 
Among the books, “Physics of Foams”, with S Hutzler,  is the well-established standard reference for that subject; “The Pursuit of Perfect Packing”, with T Aste, recently re-issued in its second edition, is a popular account of a wide range of science and mathematics, highlighting in particular the use of the Weaire-Phelan structure in the Beijing Olympics.
He has been a director of a successful spin-off technology company, in whose founding he participated. He has very wide experience of evaluation, including the EU, UK, Australia, France, Portugal and Brazil.
His deep concern for policy in research and education is well represented by the recent book “The University in the Market”, which he edited with Prof Lars Engwall (Sweden), arising out of a conference co-organised by him.
His immediate research plans mainly centre on the rheology of soft matter, as exemplified by foams, together with some projects on the history of physics in the Victorian period. Current interests also relate to connections between science and art, both literary and visual.

