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Defamation, Privacy and Media Regulation
Conference on the Defamation and Privacy Bills, 2006
Date:
Saturday, 30 September 2006            Venue: Hamilton Building, Trinity College Dublin
PROGRAMME:

9:30
Prof William Binchy 
Introduction and Welcome

First Session: The New Defamation Regime :  Chair - Hugh Mohan SC
9:40
Paula Mullooly 
Introductory Comments: Defamation Reform From 2003 Report to 2006 Bill

10:00
Karyn Harty
The Impact of the Bill from the Perspective of the Plaintiff

10:20
Hugh Hannigan
The Impact of the Bill from the Perspective of the Defendant

10:40

Questions and Discussion

10:50


Tea / Coffee Break
Second Session:  The New Privacy Regime : Chair - Prof Bob Clark
11:10
Val Corbett
Overview of the Privacy Bill, 2006

11:30
Billy Hawkes
Protecting Privacy. The Role of Data Protection

11:50
Eoin Carolan
Freedom of the Press After Defamation and Privacy Reform

12:10

Questions and Discussion

12:20

Lunch Break

Third Session: The New Press Council Regime : Chair - Seamus Dooley

1:20
Dr. Eoin O”Dell
Introductory Comments: The Press Council From 2003 Report to 2006 Bill

1:40
Marie McGonagle 
The Proposed Ombudsman and Press Council

2:00
Dearbhail McDonald
Defamation, Privacy and Press Council Reform from the Perspective of the Journalist

2:20

Question and Discussion

2:30

Tea / Coffee Break

Fourth Session:  Media Regulation : Chair: Prof. Colum Kenny
2:50
Prof Robert Pinker
Press Regulation in the UK and Internationally

3:10
Michael MacGrath
The Broadcasting Complaints Commission

3:30
Paul Drury
Why the Regulation of the Press Is a Bad Idea, and Won’t Work Anyway

3:50

Question and Discussion

Fees and Reservations

FEES*:
€ 250 for 1; €450 for 2; €635 for 3; €800 for 4 and €935 for 5. For reduced rates please see separate booking form.  All cheques should be made payable to TCD No. 1 account. 

RESERVATIONS:
Please complete and return the booking form on the back page to the address below.

CPD Hours: 5 cpd hours will be awarded for this conference.
*Fees are inclusive of lecture materials, tea/coffee and lunch breaks. 

The right to substitute and re-arrange lecture(r)s is reserved.
About the chairpersons and Speakers

William Binchy – Regius Professor of Laws at Trinity College Dublin, Prof. William Binchy is the co-author of The Irish Law of Torts. A member of the Irish Human Rights Commission, he has written extensively on issues of private international law, family law and the law or torts.

Eoin Carolan – Mr. Carolan is a former scholar of Trinity College Dublin and a graduate of Kings College, Cambridge. He is currently a lecturer in constitutional law in Trinity, with an interest in the areas of privacy and freedom of the press. He previously worked as a journalist for The Drogheda Independent.

Prof. Bob Clark – Professor Clark is an Associate Professor in University College Dublin and an expert consultant for Arthur Cox Solicitors. He is the author of Data Protection in Ireland.

Val Corbett – Joint Head of Law at Griffith College Dublin, Mr. Corbett has a particular interest in issues relating to the law of privacy.

Seamus Dooley – Mr. Dooley is Irish Secretary of the National Union of Journalists and was a member of the Press Industry Steering Committee which devised the Press Council model. Prior to his appointment as a full-time official he served as a sub-editor with the Irish Independent. He began his journalistic career with the Tullamore Tribune and is former editor of the Roscommon Champion.

Paul Drury – Mr. Drury is the current editor of the Irish Daily Mail. A leading figure in the Irish media industry, he has previously served as editor of the Evening Herald, the Star and Ireland on Sunday.

Hugh Hannigan – Mr.Hannigan is a partner in Simon McAleese & Co. and lectures a course in Media Law at the Law Society of Ireland. He has considerable experience in all aspects of media law and has been involved in a number of judicial review and contempt of court cases. 

Karyn Harty – Defamation partner in McCann Fitzgerald Solicitors, Karyn Harty has extensive experience of libel and privacy litigation, contempt of court, injunctions and pre-publication advice for various media organisations and publishers. She also provides advice on media issues for a wide range of corporate and private clients.

Billy Hawkes – Mr. Billy Hawkes is the Data Protection Commissioner. The Office of the Data Protection Commissioner works via various compliance strategies including court action where necessary, to uphold the rights of individuals to access their own personal data whether on computer or in a paper file. He was formerly a senior government official and diplomat.

Prof. Colum Kenny - A former employee of RTE, and member of the Broadcasting Commission of Ireland (1998-2003), Dr Kenny is an Associate Professor in the School of Communications in Dublin City University. He is also a board member of the EU Media Desk. His main research interests include broadcasting, journalism, culture and history.
Dearbhail McDonald  Ms McDonald is legal affairs correspondent for The IrishIndependent. She is a graduate of the Law School TCD, and in December 2005, as news correspondent with The Sunday Times, she won two Justice Media Awards for her legal reporting.

Marie McGonagle – Ms. McGonagle is Head of the Law Department at University College Galway. She is the author of Media Law in Ireland and, since 1997, has been a member of a panel of independent experts monitoring freedom of expression and media law issues in the Member States of the Council of Europe at the request of the Secretary General of the Council. She also served as an advisor to the Press Industry Steering Committee.

Michael MacGrath – Mr. MacGrath is the current Chairman of the Broadcasting Complaints Commission. Called to the Bar in 1984, he became a member of the Inner Bar in 2000.

Hugh Mohan – Former chairman of the Bar Council, Hugh Mohan SC chaired the Legal Advisory Group on Defamation. Called to the Bar in 1985, Mr. Mohan was called to the Inner Bar in 2000. He has practised widely in the area of defamation law.

Paula Mullooly – A partner in Simon McAleese & Co., Paula Mullooly was a member of the Legal Advisory Group on Defamation. She is an experienced litigator with expertise in the area of constitutional and media law. As part of her practice, she was involved in the first Irish media case to go to the European Court of Human Rights.

Dr Eoin O'Dell - Dr O'Dell is a Lecturer in Law and Fellow, Trinity College Dublin; he was a member of the Legal Advisory Group on Defamation.
Prof. Robert Pinker CBE – A former Emeritus Professor at the London School of Economics, Prof. Pinker is aninternational consultant for the UK Press Complaints Commission. A member of the PCC for 13 years, he served as its Acting Chairman in 2002 and 2003. He also spent three years as the International Chairman of the Press Council of Bosnia-Herzegovina.
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