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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN IRISH DEFAMATION LAW 

INCLUDING THE DEFAMATION ACT 2009  
SATURDAY, 28 NOVEMBER 2009

Irish Defamation law has undergone a number of radical changes in the last twelve months including, most notably, the changes which are to be wrought by the newly enacted Defamation Act of 2009. These changes will significantly influence the way in which defamation cases are to be managed and may, potentially, represent a shift in the traditional balance between plaintiffs and defendants in defamation cases. 

The Law School of Trinity College Dublin is holding a morning conference on Saturday, 28 November to consider the nature of such changes.  It has a team of expert speakers all of whom practice in the area of defamation law.  The conference thus has a strong practical focus.  There will be time for questions and discussion.  All significant recent developments, in the courts and in the Defamation Act will be considered.


AMONG THE QUESTIONS TO BE ADDRESSED ARE:

· How does the Defamation Act of 2009 affect the position of the plaintiff in a Defamation case?

· How does the Defamation Act of 2009 affect the position of the defendant in a Defamation case?

· What is the view of the solicitor in respect of the Defamation Act 2009?

· What has been the impact of decisions of the superior courts in the last eighteen months on issues of practice and procedure in defamation cases?

· How does the approach of the Defamation Act 2009 affect the traditional position in respect of reliefs in a defamation case?

· What significant developments have occurred in other related causes of action and specifically in claims for breach of privacy?

· What constitutional questions emerge from the Defamation Act?

· What is the likely impact of recent judgments of the European Court of Human Rights on Irish defamation law?

Programme and Speakers:

9:00

Registration

9:30
The Defamation Act from the Plaintiff’s Perspective

Paul O’Higgins, Senior Counsel
9:55

The Defamation Act from the Defendant’s Perspective
Eoin McCullough, Senior Counsel


10:20
The Defamation Act from the Solicitor’s Perspective
Paula Mullooly, Partner, Simon McAleese Solicitors
10:45

Questions and Discussion
11:00

Tea/Coffee

11:15

Injunctive Relief and Remedies
Brendan Kirwan, Barrister-at-Law

11:40

Key Points of Practice and Procedure in Defamation
Ray Ryan, Barrister-at-Law
12:05

Alternative Causes of Action

Eoin Carolan, Lecturer in Law, Trinity College Dublin, University College Dublin
12:30

The Defamation Act: The Constitutional Dimension

Eoin O’Dell, Senior Lecturer in Law, Trinity College Dublin
12:55


Questions and Discussion

1:15


Conference Ends

The right to substitute and rearrange lecture(r)s is reserved.

INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS:

Venue:

The Davis Theatre, Arts Building, Trinity College Dublin

CPD Hours/Points:

3.75 Certificates of Attendance will be forwarded upon 

completion of the conference.

Fees*:

€180 for 1; €320 for 2; €460 for 3; €575 for 4 and €675 for 5.

Reduced Rates: €115 for trainee solicitors, for Barristers of 5 years’ standing or less. 


Members Rates**:



Individuals:  €135    


Associates:  €85


Corporate Group Rates: €135 for 1; €240 for 2; €345 for 3; €430 for 4; €675 for 5.

Reservations:
Please complete and return the form on the back page to the address below.

* please make cheques payable to TCD No. 1 Account.  Fees are inclusive of lecture materials and tea/coffee break.

BOOKING FORM:

PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK LETTERS

NAME(S):



OF:


ADDRESS:




TEL:





FAX:


EMAIL:




CHEQUE ENCLOSED

THE DAVIS THEATRE, Arts Building
TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN
CPD PROGRAMMES, School of Law, House 39, Trinity College, Dublin 2. Tel (01) 896 2367; 

Fax (01) 677 0449; Email: lawevent@tcd.ie; http://www.tcd.ie/Law/Events

