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Children’s Rights 

and the LAW
THURSday, 13 MARCH 2008

5:00 PM – 8:30 PM

Date: Thursday, 13th March, 2008

Venue: Robert Emmet Theatre, Trinity College Dublin

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE:

Irish law’s attitude to children is undergoing a radical transformation. Following last year’s successful conference on children’s rights, Trinity College is organising another event which will provide expert guidance on the changes that have occurred in this fast-moving area of the law. 

There have been a number of significant developments over the last 12 months. In addition to the announcement of a text for the proposed referendum on children’s rights, the courts have delivered important judgments on issues of custody, access, paternal rights, child abduction and educational and housing entitlements. These changes will have important and far-reaching implications for legal practitioners and for any individuals or organisation who deal with children on a regular basis.

This conference features a range of expert speakers who will provide up-to-date information and analysis of these developments. It will be of great benefit to anyone with an interest in child law, especially practitioners, health professional and child care workers.

Last year’s conference on children’s rights in Trinity sold out so book early to avoid disappointment.

The Number of CPD (Group Study) Points/Hours awarded for this conference are 3 1/4
Programme:

5.00: – Sinead Kearney: 

Recent Developments in Adoption Law
5.25: – Rosemary Horgan:
The New European Convention on the Adoption of Children
5.50: – Eoin Carolan:
Child Law and the Constitution: Emerging Trends and Future Issues
6.15:




Questions and Answers Session
6.25:




Tea/Coffee Break
6.40: – Inge Clissmann SC:

Same Sex Parenting under Irish law

7.05: – Catherine Ghent:

Care Versus Crime: Recent Developments
7.30: – Geoffrey Shannon:

Recent Developments in Child Protection
7.55: 
 



Questions & Answers Session
The right to substitute and rearrange lectures is reserved
Speakers include:

Eoin Carolan BL – Eoin Carolan is a practising barrister. He has particular expertise in children’s rights and constitutional law and has advised a number of national organisations on the area. He is a member of the Law School in Trinity College Dublin, where he has lectured in constitutional law.  He is the current holder of an Irish Research Council for Humanities and Social Sciences Post-Doctoral Fellowship.

Inge Clissmann SC – Inge Clissmann S.C. was called to the Irish Bar in 1978, and took silk in 1994.  She has a varied civil practice, but is an expert in family law and has represented clients in some of the leading cases in this field.  Her particular specialist areas include matrimonial litigation, child advocacy and related private international law issues. She was appointed Chair of the Department of Justice Study Group on Pre-nuptial Agreements, which produced its Report in April 2007.

Catherine Ghent – Catherine Ghent is a solicitor with Kelleher, O’Doherty Solicitors. She specialises in child law. She represents children who have been accused of criminal offences in the Children Court and also acts for children who are or should be the subject of care proceedings in the District and High Court.

Rosemary Horgan – Rosemary Horgan is the Head of the Family and Childcare Department in Ronan Daly Jermyn Solicitors. She has extensive experience in all aspects of family law and is one of the authors of The Divorce Act in Practice; Family Law Practitioner. She is also a member of the Editorial Board of the Irish Journal of Family Law and of the Law Society's Family Law and Civil Legal Aid Committee and Law Reform Committee.

Sinead Kearney – Sinead Kearney is a partner in the Health Services Department in BCM Hanby Wallace Solicitors. She has extensive experience in advising bodies involved in health services and Health Boards, in particular in the area of Child Care Law. Sinead is also Chairperson of the Law Society's Family Law Committee, a member of the Dublin Solicitors Bar Association Family Law Committee and a lecturer in the Law Society Law School.
Geoffrey Shannon – Geoffrey Shannon was recently appointed as chairman of the Adoption Board. He is a Special Rapporteur for the Protection of Children and is a Senior Lecturer in Child and Family Law at the Law Society of Ireland. Author of Child Law, Mr. Shannon has written extensively on the subject of children’s rights and is an internationally recognised expert in this field. 

FEES AND INFORMATION:

FEES*
€180 for 1; €320 for 2; €460 for 3; €575 for 4 and €675 for 5. 

Reduced Rates: 
€115 for trainee solicitors, for Barristers of 5 years’ standing or less, trainee solicitors, legal executives.


€50 for NGOs and Students (with valid id cards only) 

Members Rates**: 

Individuals:
€135

Associates:
€85

Corporate Group Rates: 
€135 for 1; €240 for 2; €345 for 3; €430 for 4 and €675 for 5.

Reservations:
Please complete and return the enclosed form to the address below.  

Please make cheques payable to TCD No 1 Account.

*Inclusive of Tea/Coffee break, and lecture materials
** For Members of the TCD CPD Conference Programme

BOOKING FORM:

Please complete in block letters:


Name(s):

Company/

Organisation:


Address:

Tel:





     Fax:


Email:


Cheque enclosed in the sum of:


Please Invoice:


Official Order No:

Contact Details for Invoice if Different from Above:
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ARTS BUILDING

