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Handbook for Research Students in French

1.
General Introduction
The aim of this Handbook is to introduce you to working practices and procedures for research students in French. The ofﬁcial regulations for all graduate students are set out in Part II of the University Calendar: on these and on all administrative matters not relating directly to your research, you should consult the Graduate Studies Ofﬁce. 

The Department of French has two types of graduate students: those working on research projects for the M.Litt. or Ph.D. degree under individual supervision, and those pursuing one of the four different one-year M.Phil. courses within the School of Modern Languages, Literatures and Cultural Studies  (SLLCS): Comparative Literature, European Studies, Literary Translation,  Textual and Visual Studies,by course-work and dissertation. 

Candidates must have a ﬁrst- or upper-second-class degree in French (or in the French component of their ﬁrst degree) to be considered for research in the Department. Initial enquiries for research by thesis should be addressed to the Director of Graduate Studies in French, Professor David Scott. A full curriculum vitae should be supplied, along with a one-page outline of the research project envisaged. If a candidate's application is accepted in principle, he or she will be advised to complete the relevant application form (obtainable from the Graduate Studies ofﬁce) and invited to make contact with the prospective supervisor(s) to discuss the research project. Some ﬂexibility of negotiation may be necessary on both sides to arrive at a research topic of suitable scope and subject. The following list of members of staff in the Department with their areas of research interest will help you focus on a potential supervisor and area of study as well as giving you a sense of the variety of work going on in French at T.C.D.

1.1. Department of French: Staff Members

Academic Staff




Research Interests

Professor of French (Textual and Visual Studies) & Head of Department



David Scott, B.A.(Warw.), M.A.(Dubl., E. Anglia),
19th–20th-century literature and painting; sport;


Ph.D.(E. Anglia), F.T.C.D.


aesthetics; poetics; semiotics; textual and visual studies.

Professor of French (1776)
Proust, Barthes, Surrealism, Modern and contemporary

Johnnie Gratton. B.A. (Kent), PhD. (Kent)
novel, short fiction and autobiography.

Senior Lecturers in French
David Parris, [image: image2.wmf] M.A.(Dubl. Oxon.), B. Litt.
Language and linguistics; translation studies; 


(Oxon.), FTCD



Québec literature; Swiss literature; narrative theory.

Sarah  E. Alyn Stacey, B.A., Ph.D.(Hull), FTCD
French Renaissance literature, Classical and Italian influences, comparative literature. Critical Theory, intertextuality and literary hermeneutics.


Lecturers in French

Claire Laudet, L. ès Sc. Econ.(Paris X), M. ès Sc. 
Second language acquisition; French for speciﬁc 
Econ.(Paris X), Doct.(3e cyc.)(Paris X)
purposes; course design; teaching materials development.

Paule Salerno-O’Shea, L. ès L.L.C.P.A.(Lille III),
Business French.


M. ès L.L.C.P.A.(Lille III), D.E.A.(Lille 


III), Doctorat (Lille III)

Edward Arnold, B.A.(Kingston), D.E.A. Etudes 
20th-century French intellectual, political  and social 
politiques (I.E.P.), Doct. en science pol.
history; history of ideas.


(I.E.P.) , C.A.P.E.S.(Aix-Marseille)








Rachel Hoare, B.A.(Reading), PgCert(HE)(UWE, 
Applied linguistics; the sociolinguistics of French;

Bristol), PhD (UWE, Bristol)


the regional languages of France; language and identity in 





France; linguistic policy in France.

James Hanrahan, BCL (Cork), PhD (Edinburgh)
Voltaire; 18th-century ideas, culture and politics; public opinion

1.2
Administration
Professor David Scott has administrative responsibility for postgraduate student affairs in the French Department. If you have a query or wish to make an appointment with him (room 3136; ext. 1374; dscott@tcd.ie) or with the Professor of French (1776), Johnnie Gratton (room 4090; ext.1084; grattonj@tcd.ie), you should contact them direct or make an appointment through an executive officer in room 4109 (ext. 1553; french@tcd.ie). To phone Trinity from outside College, use the preﬁx 896 before the above extension numbers.

2.
Research Methods and Techniques

Your supervisor will introduce you to the resources of Trinity Library, the availability and use of computer technology, and the disciplined presentation of written work. You are advised to buy the latest edition of the MHRA. Style Book (available from W. S. Maney Ltd, Hudson Road, Leeds LS9 7DL, England) for details of the conventions governing presentation and use it in conjunction with the T.C.D. leaﬂet on ‘Regulations and Guidelines for Candidates on the Submission of a Higher Degree’ available from the Graduate Studies ofﬁce. Check too that they have given you on registration the leaﬂet entitled ‘Becoming a Research Student: Advice for Registered Postgraduates’.

3.
Graduate Research Seminar
This seminar, which is organised by graduate students, meets once a fortnight in term and provides an opportunity for reports on work in progress and the sharing of ideas. A thirty-minute paper is given, followed by a general discussion. This pattern is varied from time to time by talks given by members of staff or lecturers from other departments. 

4.
Supervision arrangements
It is most important that you establish from the beginning the basis of your working relationship with your supervisor. You are responsible for the pursuit and completion of your thesis, but your supervisor also has a duty to provide a supportive environment for your research. Students are entitled to contact with their supervisor on a regular basis, though the nature of the help you will want and how frequently you need to meet to discuss your work will vary greatly depending on the particular research project and the stage it is at. As a general principle, it is sensible to begin writing early; the ability to organise material and structure an argument in writing is of the essence. Therefore, you should be prepared to write early and write often, with much of your supervision coming from commentary on submitted work. While you will be expected to spend your ﬁrst year of research at Trinity, it may well be appropriate for you to consider spending extensive periods in France (or an appropriate French-speaking country) thereafter. Discuss with your supervisor, the Director of Graduate Studies in French or the Head of Department the opportunities which exist in this respect. Should your supervisor go abroad on leave of absence, satisfactory arrangements for supervision should be negotiated in advance. Notify your supervisor if you wish to write your thesis in French: the permission of the Dean of Graduates has to be obtained.

4.2
Co-supervision
If your work is being co-supervised, it is important to establish clearly from the outset just what will be the involvement of each supervisor and to whom you submit written work. If your supervisor is on leave and is un able to continue to supervise your work for the period of his or her absence, a deputy will be appointed so that you have an adviser readily available in the Department.

4.3
Problems of student/supervisor relationship
Although generally graduate student/supervisor relationships develop perfectly satisfactorily, problems do sometimes arise. A student who is unhappy with supervision arrangements can approach either the Director of Graduate Studies in French, the Head of Department or the Dean of Graduate Studies, and an alternative supervisor may be allocated. In such cases supervisors have the right to be advised of any complaint or dissatisfaction expressed.

5.
Progress of research
It is the policy of the College to accept research students initially for the M.Litt. only, even where students already hold a Master's degree. The justiﬁcation for this policy is the nature of research in French studies, where it is not possible to predict even of very promising topics that they will develop into research projects of doctoral scope. It is therefore necessary to wait until the project has begun to take substantial shape before a decision can be made as to transfer to the Ph.D. register. You should indicate to your supervisor early on whether you wish eventually to proceed to a doctorate, or whether your aim is a Master's degree only. It is especially important to make it clear if the continuation of your funding is dependent on the transfer to the Ph.D. register at a given time: some funding sources will only give two years’ support for a student registered for the M.Litt. Normally it takes between two and three years to complete a M.Litt. dissertation, between three and ﬁve to complete a doctorate.

5.1
Progress and progress reports
Your supervisor will keep a ﬁle with relevant correspondence, a note of your meetings, and copies of submitted work including his or her comments. S/he will be asked annually to ﬁle brief progress reports to a departmental Graduate Studies Committee consisting of the Director of Graduate Studies in French and the Head of Department. These reports are simply for information, and are not to be used for disciplinary purposes or to make a case against a student as unsatisfactory, but problems may be investigated further. Students are entitled to be told the substance of such reports.

5.2
First year progress
By the end of the ﬁrst year you should have submitted a draft outline of the thesis and a substantial amount of written work (at least 10,000 words), unless the project (such as the preparation of an edition) makes this an inappropriate requirement.

5.3
M. Litt./Ph.D. transfer
This application will normally take place not earlier than the end of the ﬁrst year and not later than the end of the second year (for details of the procedure, see §5.4 below). You should be in a position to know by the end of the second year what your status is: if your supervisor does not think that your research project has doctoral potential, you should be advised of this.

5.4
M. Litt./Ph.D. review committee
If you wish to transfer from the M.Litt. to the Ph.D. register, you will need to submit a substantial amount of written work (about 10,000 words) in typescript – normally an outline of the thesis, the draft of a chapter and a bibliography. This is then considered by a reading committee made up of your supervisor or co-supervisors, the Director of Graduate Studies in French and the Head of Department. In some cases, where your supervisor is the Director of Graduate Studies in French or the Head of Department, or where further specialist expertise is necessary, another member of staff will be involved. This review is not designed to be invariably conclusive. You may be asked to re-submit your material or to re-direct your research in order to make possible a recommendation to transfer to the doctorate.

6. Submission of thesis in French
If you wish to submit your thesis in French, permission must be sought in writing at the start of your research. For this you will need the agreement of your supervisor and the Head of Department; the latter will write to the Dean of Graduates requesting permission. 

6.1
Submission and examination
As you near the end of your dissertation, you will have to be aware of the deadline for submission: if you go beyond the end of one academic year, you will become liable for a further year's fees. You will have to leave adequate time for ﬁnal revisions, typing, and binding (though you may if you wish submit soft-bound copies for preliminary examination). A viva is normally held for a Ph.D. and may be required for an M.Litt., so you will have to allow for this in your planning for the period beyond submission. It is now university policy that under ordinary circumstances the supervisor will not be the internal examiner. In nominating an external examiner, your supervisor or the Director of Graduate Studies in French may consult you as to the scholars you would consider most appropriate.

7.
Departmental teaching and ﬁnancial assistance
When you reach an appropriate stage of your research, on the recommendation of your supervisor you may be employed as a teaching assistant in the Department tutoring on Freshman courses. Though this is of limited value as a means of support, it is valuable as experience if you wish to go on to a career in university teaching. The Department tries accordingly to make use of as many of its research students as possible in this capacity, though this is contingent on teaching needs and the resources available.

7.1
Grants and awards
Certain postgraduate grants and awards are listed in the Calendar (Part II); extracts speciﬁc to students of French are posted on the Graduate notice board in the foyer outside room 4089. Application should be made as indicated in each case.
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