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Undergraduate Entry to Medicine 2009

Following from the recommendations of the Fottrell Report Medical Education in Ireland: A New Direction, Report of the Working
Group on Undergraduate Medical Education and Training (2006), and subsequent national announcements in relation to changes
to the selection criteria for undergraduate entry to medicine, this brochure now provides details of how these changes will operate
from 2009 for applicants to Medicine in NUI Galway, RCSI, TCD, UCC and UCD.

In 2009, undergraduate entry to medicine for school leavers will be based on both:

achieving a minimum of 480 points and meeting the minimum entry requirements for the programme in the same sitting
of the Irish Leaving Certificate Examination (or equivalent®)

and

completing the required admissions test (HPAT-Ireland) within the 2 year period immediately preceding admission to the
medicine programme

Minimum Entry Requirements

School Leavers:

In order for school leavers to be eligible to compete for entry to undergraduate medicine, they must both (a) achieve a minimum
of 480 points and (b) meet the minimum entry requirements* for each medical school for which they have applied and these
must both be achieved in the same sitting of the Irish Leaving Certificate Examination, or equivalent™ (see table 1 for details of
requirements for each medical programme).

Table 1: Summary of minimum entry requirements for EU admissions for each Medical School *

Medical programmes Minimum SUBJECT Requirements * Minimum
Institution CAO Duration  Minimum  English  Irish Third Mathe-  Science Points
Name CODE Number of Language matics Requirement

subjects
National GY501 6 Years 2 xHG and 0D3 0D3 0D3 0D3 0D3 in one of Biology,
University 4 x 0D3 Chemistry, Physics, Physics/
of Ireland, Chemistry, Agricultural Science
?ﬁmay 5Years 2 xHC3and 0D3 0D3 0D3 0D3 HC3 in two of Biology,
4 x 0D3 Chemistry, Physics, Physics/
GALWAY) Chemistry, Agricultural Science
! 480 points
Royal College RCO01 6 Years 2 X HG3 0D3 0D3 0D3 0D3 0D3 in one of Biology, from the
of Surgeons and Chemistry, Physics, Physics/ same sitting
in Ireland 4 x 0D3 Chemistry, Agricultural Science  of the Leaving
(RCsI) 5Years  2xHG3  0D3 003 003 003 HC3 Chemistry and HC3 in either Ei?ﬁﬂfﬁiﬁon
and Biology or Physics (or
4 x0D3 )
equivalent™).
Trinity TRO51 5 Years 3 x HE3 0D3 0D3 in a language 0D3 HB3 and a HC3 from Biology, This means
College and other than English or Chemistry, Physics, Physics/ that students
Dublin 3 x 0D3 0C3/HD3  Chemistry, Agricultural Science  must achieve
(TCD) if no both the
Physics required
University (K701 5Years 2 xHC3and 0D3 003 003 003 HC3 Chemistry and HC3 in either fﬁbJed.s ta”d
College 4 x 0D3 Biology or Physics the points
Cork in t‘he same
(ucc) sitting.
University DN002 6 Years 2 xH@ and 0D3 0D3 0D3 0D3 0D3 in one of Biology,
College 4 x 0D3 Chemistry, Physics, Physics/
Dublin Chemistry, Agricultural Science
(uco) 5Years 2 xHC3and OD3 003 003 003 HC3 in Chemistry
4 x 0D3

In addition all students will be required to satisfy the Garda Vetting and Medical Clearance requirements as outlined in each University/RCSI
Prospectus. *

“ For EU students presenting qualifications other than the Irish Leaving Certificate equivalent qualifications are required.
For details please consult the website of the relevant University /RCSI.

# Students are advised to check the website of the relevant University /RCSI for full details of all entry requirements.

Mature Applicants (23 years or over by 1 January of 2009):

For those applying for a place on grounds of mature years the minimum educational requirements and places available for mature
students are outlined in the prospectus for each University /RCSI. In all cases the new medical admissions test, HPAT-Ireland, will

be required and the score will be a mandatory criterion to be used as part of the selection process.



The Admissions Test: HPAT-Ireland

The admissions test selected by the Irish Medical Schools is called HPAT-Ireland (Health Professions Admission Test-Ireland). This test
is independently administered by ACER (Australian Council for Educational Research). ACER has an excellent international reputation
and a track record in the development, management and research of selection tests for undergraduate medical and health related
programmes.

The HPAT-Ireland test measures a candidate’s logical reasoning and problem solving skills as well as non-verbal reasoning and the
ability to understand the thoughts, behaviour and/or intentions of people. It does not test academic knowledge and candidates do
not require special understanding of any academic discipline. However, some familiarity with the question types typically presented
in HPAT-Ireland would be an advantage and therefore sample questions will be available at www.hpat-ireland.acer.edu.au from
September 2008. The test results will complement the Leaving Certificate Examination assessment for selecting applicants for
admission to an undergraduate Medical School programme.

HPAT-Ireland

Format of test:
The HPAT-Ireland test is @ 2% hour paper-based test consisting of three modules or sections:

(i) Logical Reasoning and Problem Solving
(i) Interpersonal Understanding
(iii) Non-Verbal Reasoning

All questions are in multiple choice format with 4 or 5 possible responses, from which the candidate is asked to choose the most
appropriate response. There is only one correct response. Further details regarding the test, including the approximate number of
questions in each section, can be found at www.hpat-ireland.acer.edu.au from September 2008. Reasonable accommodations will
be made for students with a physical and/or specific learning disability.

Scoring of test:

Each of the three sections of the test is given equal weight. The maximum score a candidate can receive is 300. In addition to
their overall score HPAT-Ireland candidates will also receive an overall percentile rank to give them an indication of how well they
performed against other HPAT-Ireland candidates.

Application procedure and cost:

In addition to their application to the CAO www.cao.ie students must also apply directly to ACER to complete the HPAT-Ireland test.
Applicants for the test will apply on-line to ACER at www.hpat-ireland.acer.edu.au (see Table 2 for details). The cost of applying
to the HPAT-Ireland test in 2009 will be approximately €95.00°" per candidate. This fee will cover on-line registration for the test,
materials required for the paper test, provision of test results to the candidate and the transfer of results to the CAO.

** Reduced HPAT-Ireland test application fee may be available. Further details, if applicable, will be available in September 2008.

Test date:

The only sitting of the HPAT-Ireland test in 2009 will take place on 14 February 2009. There will be no alternative test date for HPAT-
Ireland. If, for any reason, a candidate is unable to sit the test on 14 February, 2009, the only option available will be to sit the test
in 2010 or later. HPAT-Ireland results can be used for application to a medical school for 2 years, therefore if a candidate takes the
test in 2009, the result can be used for admission in 2009 and 2010 only.

Test centres:

Test centres will be located in Cork, Dublin, Galway, the North-West and the South-East (details to be confirmed). Every effort will be
made to accommodate applicants in their preferred test centre. However, as capacity in some test centres may be limited, places in
those venues will be allocated on a first-come basis. Early application for the test is advised.

Table 2: Important Dates

CAO application From mid-November but no later than 1 February 2009 at 17:15hrs

WWW.Cao0.ie (NB: All medical programmes will now have this restricted entry final closing date
of 1 February)

HPAT-Ireland test registration period Mid-November until 20 January 2009

www.hpat-ireland.acer.edu.au

Late HPAT-Ireland test registration period. 23:59hrs on 1 February (to allow some time after CAO closing date).

Supplementary fee payable. No registration after this deadline.

Date of HPAT-Ireland test Saturday 14 February 2009

HPAT-Ireland test result to candidates 22 June (after the Leaving Certificate Examination finishes)

Collation of HPAT-Ireland test score 12 to 16 August 2009 (provisional)

and school-leaving results
Round 1 CAO offers Monday 17 August 2009 (provisional)




Allocation of places based on the combination of Leaving
Certificate Examination results and the HPAT-Ireland score

For school-leaving applicants who meet the minimum subject entry requirements and the 480 points criterion in the same sitting

of the Leaving Certificate examination, allocation of places for Medicine will be determined on the basis of a combination of that
Leaving Certificate Examination (LCE) score and the HPAT-Ireland score. The sole competitive selection criterion for entry to medicine
will be on the basis of the weighted combination of the LCE and HPAT-Ireland scores. The weighting will be a 2:1 ratio where the LCE
=2 and HPAT-Ireland =1 up to 550 points and moderated thereafter. Before the scores are combined, Leaving Certificate Examination
scores above 550 points will be adjusted, to a maximum score of 560 points (see table 3 below). This is to strike an appropriate
balance between the perceived pressures on students to achieve maximum grades in the Leaving Certificate Examination while at
the same time recognising excellence when it has been achieved.

Table 3: Adjusted Leaving Certificate points from 550 points

Normal LCE points | Adjusted LCE points before 2:1 ratio is applied

550 550
555 551
560 552
565 553
570 554
575 555
580 556
585 557
590 558
600 560

For CAO applicants to medicine the maximum achievable score will be 860:

560 as the maximum score based on the Leaving Certificate Examination (after adjustment)
and

300 as the maximum score based on the HPAT-Ireland test.

For example:

If you achieve 600 points in the LCE this will become 560 adjusted LCE points and if you achieve a score of 210 in the HPAT-
Ireland test, your overall score will be 770.

Similarly if you achieve 540 points in the LCE, and then get a HPAT-Ireland score of 230, your overall score will be 770.
Or if you achieve 480 points in the LCE and then 290 in HPAT-Ireland, your overall score will be 770.

Table 4 overleaf shows samples of how the LCE and HPAT-Ireland scores will be combined and recorded as a special CAO points
score in the case of medicine programmes.

The combined score will then be used to offer a place to an applicant for the highest of their programme choices to which they
are entitled (if any), in line with standard CAO procedures www.cao.ie

As for all CAO offers, where there is a tie on points for the last remaining places, random selection will apply.
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Further Information and Contact Details

National University of Ireland, Galway

Admissions Office

Tel. 091 524411

Email: admissions@nuigalway.ie
www.nuigalway.ie

Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland
Admissions Office

Dublin 2

Tel. 01 402 2228

Email: admissions@rcsi.ie

WWW.ICS.ie

Trinity College Dublin
Admissions Office
Dublin 2

Tel. 01 896 4444
Email: admissions@tcd.ie
www.tcd.ie/admissions

University College Cork
Admissions Office

Tel. 021 4903571

Email: admissions@ucc.ie
WWW.UCC.ie

University College Dublin
Admissions Office

Dublin 4

Tel. 01 716 1555

Email: admissions@ucd.ie
www.ucd.ie

Disclaimer

Every effort has been made to ensure that the information
provided on this document and any material is accurate.

However no responsibility will be taken by the Universities/

College listed above for any errors or omissions.
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